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A stretched-out cockpit (the area betwesn the
handlabars and saatpost) and longsr wheslbhass
rraks it remarkably stable coming dowm. IT's
not the ereltest ride, dus in part to the shurdies
Shirnans 104 comparsrits, nor 1 it made of the
highest-grade carbon, 56 the road fsel is more
mmitad than snappy. But nefther of thoss things
is objectionable at this price point, especially
oofsidaring the good locks and quality parts—
tnchuding the slesk FSA stern and Continental
tires. THE VERDICT: A smooth, fast steed that
won't break your back or the bank 19.2 1bs (38):
focus-bikes.com

HANDLING: 4.3 (OUT OF 5)
RESPONEIVEMESS: 4

§ Baslts than Foocu el BH, like an incressing nom- |
| ber of mosstaln ssd soad bikes, have bapered. |

gweet spot: plenty spry for the fast raneaer-
ing and hard accelerations of big group rides
It still plush encugh to ksep testess RAPTY in
ths aadidle thoee hotirs Later. Tha featherweight
frame (just 2.4 pounds) is partly o thank for
its nimble handling. while the vertically com-
pliant shaped carben, compact top taba, and
tall hsad fubs contribute to that samy-on-the-
back feel Our only (minor) gripe: 4 few ridsrs
falt that the trade-off for all that comfort was
slight fles in the bottom-bracket ansa. THE
VERDICT: “You almost forget the bike is thepe”
surmnmed up one tester, “50 you can just it back
and enjoy the rida” 177 [ba (56); bhibdkes ret
HANDLING: 4.4 RESPONSIVENESS: 4.2

THE SELL: The fastssf route tothe top after an
alevator. THE TEST: Consiclering that the
racle frarms and fork would mun you S2800,
the revamped RS ts an vnbetisvabls deal That
IMBANS Y04 gt 4 ShAkd Fival drivetrain, Ful-
crurm Racing 7 whaels, and lots of other bits for
abmiost nothing. Even mors rermarkable is how
well it climba “With those short chainatays,

I flt like a rabbit” one tester cracked The B3
didn't fage sowell in the flats, though, whers
marry falt the sbeering was scrairrelly. A longer
stem and wider bars would help solve that
problem, but pre-rides this bike to malke sume
it's right for you. THE VERDICT: A solid starter
race bike, 167 [ha (55); carvelocom
HANDLING: 3.6

RESPOMNSIVENESS: 4.4
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